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NEPA:

The National Environmental Policy Act

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
42 USC § 4321-4375

ÅCreated the Environmental Impact Statement, or 

EIS process:

Simply stated, and EIS is a comprehensive 

review of the potential impacts of a proposed 

decision, undertaken in a publicly transparent 

and accountable manner.



Why is NEPA important to public health?

Activity regulated by some form of EIA:

ÅTransportation projects (highways, roads, transit)

ÅWater resource management

ÅLarge land use decisions

ÅLarge natural resource development projects ï
mines, oil and gas, refineries, logging

ÅUrban redevelopment programs

ÅHousing developments/large construction projects

ÅThe regulation of genetically modified crops

ÅPolicy changes with predicted environmental effects



Why is NEPA important to public health?

Å NEPA and related laws apply to a huge number of 
projects and policies across the U.S.

Å Over 500 federal EISs completed annually 

Å Thousands of ñEnvironmental Assessmentsò, which 
are a less detailed form applying to smaller projects

Å 17 states have NEPA-like laws, resulting in thousands 
more EIAs at the state level 
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The Problem
No systematic analysis of public health in EIS process:

1. Survey of 45 EIS:
- No discussion of health in 83%

- In the remainder, discussion of health limited to 
single-substance cancer risk assessment

Steinemann, A. 2000. Rethinking Human Health Impact Assessment. Environmental 
Impact Assessment Review 20: 627-645

2. Survey of NEPA professionals:
- Found little understanding, discussion, or analysis of 

health among EIS professionals
Cole et al. 2004. Prospects for Health Impact Assessment in the United States: New 

and Improved Environmental Impact Assessment of Something Different? 
Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law 29 (6) 1153-1186



Alaskaôs North Slope:
Villages in relation to active leasing and exploration
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Nuiqsut, Alaska

Nuiqsut, Alaska: small Inupiat community 7 miles from large oil 

development.  

Over 10 years, 

communities raised a

wide range of health 

concerns as proposed 

development expanded 
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Community health concerns

ñThe benefits of oil 

development are clear --

I donôt deny that for a moment.

The negative impacts are more

subtle. Theyôre also more

widespread and more costly 

than most people realize. We know

the human impacts of development are significant and long-
term. So far, weôve been left to deal with them on our own. 
They show up in our health statistics, alcohol  treatment 
programs, emergency service needs, police responses ï
you name it."  George Ahmaogak, Former Mayor of North Slope Borough

Keynote Address, Alaska Forum on the Environment 2004.
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NEPA and Human Health:

Purpose

The purposes of this Act are: é to promote efforts 
which will prevent or eliminate damage to the 
environment and biosphere and stimulate the health 
and welfare of man; to enrich the understanding of the 
ecological systems and natural resources important to 
the Nation; and to establish a Council on 
Environmental Quality 

NEPA Sec. 2 [42 USC § 4321]
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CEQ Regulations and Guidance

40 C.F.R. 1508.8 Effects:

ñEffectsò includes ecological, aesthetic, historic, cultural, 
economic, social, or health, whether direct, indirect, or 
cumulative.ò

40 C.F.R. 1508.27 Significantly:

(b) Intensity: includes ñ The degree to which the 
proposed action affects public health or safety.ò

ñAgencies should recognize the interrelated cultural, social, 
occupational, historical, or economic factors that may 
amplify the natural and physical environmental effects of a 
proposed agency action.ò



Health Impact Assessment, and 

integrated HIA/EIA
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HIA EIA

-Scaling (baseline)

-Assessment

-Recommendations

-Reporting

-Decisionmaking

-ñDescription of the Affected 

Environmentò

-ñConsequences of the Alternativesò

-Potential Mitigation Measures

-Draft EIS, Final EIS

-Record of Decision

For more information on HIA, see 

www.healthimpactproject.org/hia

http://www.healthimpactproject.org/hia


The First Federal HIA/EIS:
Oil and gas leasing in the National Petroleum Reserve

ÅLocal government became a 
ñcooperating agencyò ïa role 
defined by NEPA through 
which local governments can 
formally participate in an EIS

ÅThe community 
health agency 
drafted an HIA 
through this role

ÅThe lead federal 
agency (BLM) 
incorporated the 
HIA into the EIS




